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Shafts

Principal Village of Bennington's
Next Door Neighbor on the North

Hcre are Locatcd thc Eagle Squarc Works and Othcr Bus-inc- ss

Intcrcsts That Go to Makc a Thrivint Town.

Shaftsbury ranks with the best agricul-tura- l

aml cntlle growing districts. Tlie
population stands fiflh in llic counly.
Onc hiimlred years ago wns only sccoml
in tne county in point of populalion and
thc town has always lcen considcred onc
of thc most Important dlvislons of thc
county.

In earlier days, many btirring evcnts
gave it proinincncc, important also, as it
was the placc of rcsidence of somc of thc
most active and detcrmincd patriots that
led the opposition to New Yorkclaimants.
Soine of the most notcd torics livcd on thc
grants and many lost tlicir lands by

Thc town of Shaftsbury was chartcrcd
hy Itcnning Wentworth, (Konof thc prov-inc- c

of New Ilampshirc) on August 20,
1 76 . Among the first families to locate
in town were names lamiliar to tliosc now
livlug: Spencer, Cole, Willoughby, Doo-liltl- e,

Waldo, Hurlingame, Andrus, Down-c- r,

Heaidsley, and Mattison. John Mnn-ro- c,

a tory, capturcd Remeinher Haker of
Arlington hut Bennington parties icscucd
him beforc the Uudson river was crnssed.
Mouroe snught Iiritish protection nnder
Ilurgoyne and liis property was sold to
niaintain Vermont government.

In Ju!y, 1775, David Galuslia of Shafts-

bury waschoscn 2nd licutenant of thc
fourth company, regiment of Green Moun
tain Hoys. Onc of tlie most promincnt
and loyal mcn was Jercmiah Clark. In
Junc 1777, Major Clark ond Gidcon Olin
werechoscn represcntatives of Shaftsbury.
Another old pioneer who made a good
rccordduringthe Revolution, was Captain
Jonas Galusba, who liail command of a

company from 1777 to 17S0, both he and
liis mcn bcing in thcbattle of Bennington.
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He represcntcd the town in 1800, was
counscllor from 1793 to 1798, was sheriff
of the county from 1781 to 17SG and was
govcrnor of the statc from 1809 to 1812,

then again from 1815 to 1819. Even at
this early day, mcntion is made of a tan
yard at Shaftsbury and shocs were manu-factur-

in town as early as 1777.
A highly rcspected family whose as

Iiottum, were in town as' early
as 1778, as an ordcrfrom Prcsident Chil-tcndo- n

to Mr Iiottum rcads to dcliver
thrcc shccp toonc Mr Roberts. Certain
oncs of thc present gencration havc been

promincnt for kccping fine shccp.
In 1778 thc rcpresentativcs for thc town

wcre Gideon Olin and John Millington.

This town stood next to Hennington In

raislng inilitin ; Capts. W. Dycr, and

Jonas Gnlusha and Licut. David Galusba

wcre allowed $t cash for each man enlist-ed- ,

820 for each soldicr, and 12 shlllings

morc for bounty. The quota sct for

Shaftsbury for provisions was as follows:

12,559 lbs. tlour, 4,186 lbs of bcef,

2,093 lbs saltcd pork, 354 bushcls In-di-

corn and 177 bushcls rye. This was

for campaign purposes, thc meat to be

to Captain Waldo and the flour

and grain to Captain Galusha, (Inn kcep-er- .)

Thrce persons were to reccive the

provisions; these men wcre IchabodCross,
llllss Willoughby and Frceglft Cole, to

bc delivcrcd to I'arkcr Cole for sloragc,

that homcstcad now owned by Mrs Solo-mo- n

Howard and son Frceinan.
The cvents of the year 1778, so far as

Shaftsbury was conccrncd were important
only from the fact that the govcrnor and

councll hcld a mccllng at thc homc of

Captain David Galusha.
It is remarkablc that a township like

this should havc acquircd a population in

1791 of 2000 persons, and has not varled

morc than iCoclthcr above or below sincc.

The greatest population was reachcd in

1770 the least in 18)0, therc bclng then

1,835 inhabitants.

It was impossihlcto travcl a mllc along
any watcrways without tlnding n mill of
some sort, mostly saw mills.

The loyalty of the town was shown in

the sccond war wlth Great Hrltian, was
again tricd and provcd during the disas'
trous war of 1861 to 1S65. Thc town was

requircd to scnd for tbeir war quota 14

men and thcy proviilcil five m.ire than
their numhcr.

Stcphen Whipple was the blacksmith of
the vlllage then, and in Ifis shop, (now
William's II. Whipple grist mill,) was
a run hy water-powe- r and on
thc anvil and with Mr Whipplc's hammer
the saws coilectcd by one Silas HaWes

wcre workeil into squares
Tlie stonc cluircb in South Shaftsbury

now the business center of tlie town, was
crected for a Universalist placc of wor
ship, crected by thc pcoplc, and thc stones
wcicquarricd on thc I'arkcr Cole farm,
then owned bv liis son Uriab, who
marrlcd Miss Barton, a sister of thc latc
llirain, who was town cleik for 55 consec
utive years. The chuich was buill in

183G but the Universalist socicty was noi
long livcd. The bullding has liccn givcn
to thc town, for a town hall not longcr
ago perhaps than 1S99. The church hav
ing becn lmllt on the Colc cstatc, was to
rcvcrt to thc Colc lieirs whcn it should
ccase to he used ns a Universalist church.
Mrs Mary Colc Houghton and son were
sole heirs of thc formcr Cole cstatc and
gave the building for town purposes as
above stated.

Thcrc was a blast furnacc put np In

South Shaftsbury about the year i8Y or
lS65 by a man by the nainc of Fryc, later
sold, and opcratcd by thc Iiurdcns of Troy.
It was abancloned after a fcw years and
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nothing remains except thc old dam and
the boarding house property now owned
hy the Eagle Square Company.

There was a Methodist church crected
in South Shaftsbury about thc year 1S72
and is now quite a tlourlshing socicty.

At the center of thc town siands the
Baptlst church, oncc fillcd wlth the first
and bcst families of thc town, now In a
wcak condition. The church was organ-jze- d

In 1S44 and In 17S0 the Shaftsbury
Raptist assocfatton was formcd. Thc firsl
Ilaptist socicty in Shaftsbury was (tinally
the first in Vermont) organized in 170S
in the west part of thc town, the second,
or East church (baptist) was foiindcd in
:7&, the third in 1781 and thc fourlh in
178S. One of the first preachers in the
west church was Rcv Caleb Illood, (then
called elders.) Isiah Mattison was a
minister of thcassociation ofllciating from
1803 to 1844.

Thcre is a Methodist church at the
north part of Shaftsbury suppllcd by thc
resldcnt pastor at South Shaftsbury, Rcv
Waltcr E. Thoinpson.

The school house at Center Shaftsbury
is vcry old, and thc house owned by Abra-ha-

Cole, brotherof I'arkcr Colc. It has
been well preservccl. Two geneiations of
the Colc family wcre born thcre. It was
one the old tavem stands on the old stagc
routc from Troy to Rutland. There is a
ruln of an old Revolutionary house stand-ingo- n

the Huntington estatc, now owned
hy Ilarlow Huntington Hottum.

Thc Jonas Galusha homestcad now
owned byjocl Ilarrington has becn well
prescrvcd, as has the David Galusha home
which today Is owned by a Galusha.

Galusha isalmost thclast of a very
largc family.

The oldest man now livlng that was
born In this town isNathaniel Euller, Hv-in- g

In the west part of thc town, agcd 95
years. The oldest woman living born In
town Is thc wldow of Willlam Waltc, ovcr
8oycareold.
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t Thc village is a thrlving one and has
grown quite steadlly for about 27 ycars,

J thirty-thrc- e new homes having been erect-c- d

hcre. Thcrc is onc hotcl owned and
opcratcd by Wallace Lyons and threc
stores doing a paying business. Thcre
Is a well carcd for crcainery nin by Chas.
Evcrcst, a grist mill operated hy W. II.
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Whipple and one resldcnt physicinn,
Krank E. Denn. M. I). Di J. It. Wood-hu- ll

has an olllcc in the vlllngc and es

at North Rennington.
An Odd Fcllows' soclety has lieen

orgni?cd with rooms ovcr the
crcamcry. Thcre is a good Villnge

society cnntinually aililinx to
thc place thove things for its good. As a
town vvc viatid for no license. '1'here is
also a commodious school building with
threc dcpartments.

Cole Hall, South Shaftsbury.
It was built by Uriah Colo In the

year 18.11, U10 stono all Iwlng quurrled
on what wns thon the Colo farm but
has slnco passcd Into tho hands of Mrs
Solomon Hownrd and son Ilurmnn.

The hall wm ownod hy the Monroc
ostato and was tiswl for a Unlvorsalist
church to 1m lKe l fomo other inirposi'

Tho Colo holrs now llvlng an-- , Mrs
Mary Colo Houghton and ColelTough-to- n

who prosonted the property to tho
town wlth the tinderritandlng that it
should be uswl for no religious soct
except tho Universalist, butcouldbo
tised for all othcr town purposos.

It stands Inavory prominentposltion
In the villago and is kept in a jjood
stato of proservation and tho citiwns
highly appre'clato tho glft.

xEagle Square Company- -

This cxtcitslvcnmnufacturing plant was
cstablished In iSfy, its first prcsident bc-

ing Judgc Dennis J.,George. It started
1 11 a small way hut today is one of the
largcst manufacttiring cortccrns In tliis
scctlon of thc country. Its present offi- -

TIIG EAOI.E

ccrs are: E. C. Gale of Troy, N. Y., prcs
ident ; F. L,. Mattison of South Shafts-
bury, vice prcsident and managcr; C. L.
Mattison of South Shaftsbury, sccretary
and ticasurcri directors, E. C. Gaic, F.
L. Mattison, C. S. Mattison and C. W.
Cole.

Somc of their principal goods manu- -

S.MTI1 .SIIAFTSIH.'UY.

facturcd are cnrppntcrs' boring mnchincs
and all kinds of finished and rough lum-l- r,

church pews, bars, ctc. Thcy do a
hlgh class of woik in wood finishing, and
can supply you to ordcr anylhing thatcan
he made In hard or soft wood finished
lumlier. Thcy are under good inanage-mentan-d

emplny a largc numberof hands
making It of great bcnefil to the town.

School Building- -

The grounds upon which thc above
school building now stnnds was formcrly
occupicd hy a small structure used for a
school lioune. It was rel-ui- in 1S71 and
wilh the iucrenm: of numlier of pupils, it
was foiind necessarv to agnin incream.-- thc
tesaf the biuldlng.

I.ast year the town votetl to make the
necewary addition and a very plcnsant and
cunimodlnus apartment was added and aj
t'lc same time was added all modem ap
plianres. Tho building i heatcil by ahol
air fiiniRce. Thc grouuds are plcnsant
aml are mnde mnre Ix'H ut i f 11 by the ef.
toi-t- ot thc lcnchcrs hy ptitfing-i- n slnulis
and .

Tlir tmililing t now tasked to itn ntter-i- i
nst, liaing only room for tluce gnulcil.

Thc lii'ilcling will acrommlale 150 schnl-a- r.

Why not add anolhcrrcKim andhave
thc 41I1 grade nccomodnteil ?

George A- - Moon and Sons- -

''For tho wnnt of a nall thosboo was
lost,

For the want of a shoo tho borso was
lost,

For the want of a horso tho rlder was
lost,

All for the want of a horse shoo nall."

If at that timo Gcorgo A. Moon &

Sons, blacksiniths and wagon makors,
had been in liiisincss in tho locatiou
the poflt rofers to, it inluht bavo Iwcn
avolded.

Georgo A. Moon was born at Poters-bnr- g

In 1812 and camo to Honnlngton
in 181.1. Hocnmo to South Shaftsbury
at 23 yoars of ago and was connectcd
with tho Uut'don Iron company until
thoy closod thoir works llvo years
later. Ho workcd ",lw "tbcm nt tho

forgo and from that posltton be wont
to work for Honry Sandoll ns n

At tho cnd of thrco yoars bo
took Sandoll's buslnoss and old shop,
and comuionccd buslnoss for blmsolf.
Aftor a tlmo bo oponcd a shop under
tho old grist mill, rcmalnlng thcre
souio littlo timo, whon bo purchascd

SQUAItE WOItKS,

tho slght on which hlsnlantnow stands
and built what ho thought a commodi-
ous shoj) but he has beon obllgcd toen- -

largo it from tlino to tlmo.
Mr Moon marrlod Miss Iluth Strat-

ton for liis Ilrst, wlfo in 1800. Sho died
in 1877. Ho aftorward marrlcd Mary
L. Noyes In May, 1871). Ile had eight
cliildrcn, throo nowllving, two ai part-no- rs

in tho buslnoss and ono with the
Kaglo Squaro company doing machlno
forging.

As Boon as Mr Moon's sons have
attalnod tho propor ago ho has glvon
thetn an inlorest In tho buslnps which
Incroasos from yoar to yoar ntul I do
not think you wlll llnd a shop of its
kind bettorcqulppcd for tho buslnoss
in Bennington County.

Thoy tnanufacturo all kinds of wag
ons and sloighs and aro agonts for
factory wagons ofevory description
In blackstnlthlng tholr work can not
bo excollcd. Seclal caro Is taken in
borso shooInL' makinL' a snpcialtv nf
crackcd feot, iutcrfot'lng, faulty act- -

lonotc. A trlal glvon theininakos vou
a customer of thoirs.

0- - R- - & A- - B- - Hawkins- -

Thcy commcnccd business in 1890 and
are both nativcs of the town of Shafts
bury, Having grown np in the town, thcy
are well known as very capablc in thc
nicrcantllc business. Hcsidcs both bcing
hard workcrs, they display much tact in
conducting their business. Thcy believe

MOON'S WiACKSMITIl SIIOI.

black-
smith.

It T. HAWKINS STOHK.

In cmploying good hclp and havc in theii
cmploy, Mcssrs Arthur C. Iliilfum and
Joepb Tesicr whnsc namcs are fatniliar
all thinugh this scction.

The huilding which thc altovc finn
wns built in 1894 and run 01 iginalh

hy C. E. Wcntwoith. They purchascd
thc slock of thc latler which Invcntoried

about $2fHK and havc Increascd thc stock
10 from $foo to $7000 and doing a busi-

ness of from $20,000 to $25,000 a year,
tuniH their stock fnur timcs whicli must
show a nice profit. They are both good
buycrs and first class salesmen, and quall-tie- d

to'do a successful business.
They occupy two tloors and a hasement

which are fillcd wlth a fresh stock In all
Hncs of gcneral mcrchandisc carrled hy
tbcm. They kccp a tcam constantly on
thc road liesides ruuningan cxtra about
onc-ha- lf of thc time. Thcy are the old-

est firm town not having chnnged finn
name since first startlng business.

Greamery- -

This associatinn organized as a stock
company in 1S9S. Its present ollicers are
as folloivH : II. A. Hottum, presidcnt; R.
A. Moon, sccretary ; Gcoigo Moon, treas-ure- r;

Evcrcst Hros., managers.
Thc management and ollicers of this

conceru cannot lic but an assurancc of
succcss as such provcs. It has a capao
Ity of 51XX) lbs. dally and at nearly all
llmes turns out the full capaclty They
manlifacturc nt both buttcrand chccsc and
a quality opial to any produccd In thc
slatc. ,

Their machiiici v Is thc latcst Itnprovcd
and cannot fail loxturn out the best pio-duc- ts

oidy. Its managcrs, Evcrcst llros.,

aic thnrougb buttcr and chccsc niakcrs,
which is provcil hy the dcmaml upon thcm
from the pnblic. They have leen its man-ager- s

since it first coiuincnccd business
and for tuc futme prospcct of the com-

pany, I should say, keep them as thcy are,
the right men the right place.

F- - L Mattison

This business started in 1877 under thc
firm name of W. P. Mattison Co., and
did a growing business until 1S95 when
F. L. Mattison purchascd tlie business
complctc. Mr Mattison is one of our
hrightcst business mcn in town and Is al

so vice presidcnt of thc Eagle Square Co.,
although hcgivcs hls storc a largc amount
of liis attention, but wlicn he has such a
man as T. II. Dunlap who is postmastcr

and has been wlth both firms foi twenly
years, bc knows hls busliics does not suf
fcr in ahscncc.

He also has in hls omploy J.E, Adams
and A. C. Dunham who are boih clllcicnt
mcn.

He has n largc commodious storc and
carries a large stock of gcneral merchan-dls- c.

The post ollicc bcing locatcd In hls
store, It makes it tlie hcadquartcrs for
nearly all in that scction.
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Tacy Bros., South Shaftsbury.
Tho abovo finn Is largely eniraL'cd

In raislng poultry. Thoy started In
tho poultry business In 188!). In 18!)1

thoy bought tho foundation of thoir
stoc!. of T. C. Urownell of Shiishan,

N. Y., wbo was tho loader in tnlsllno.
At tho Cambridge fair In 1W)2, thoy

took many prlzo, won all spocial
prlzos, also at Brattleboro. Thoy

have a good stock of fowls and
cggs on hand tho yoar round Thoy
aro prlzu wlnncrs at all fairstboy bavo
enlored and parties wlshing puro bred
stock should not miss c.xamining their
large stick of Bulf Plymouth Uocks.

Coii;r- - frutional Church of I'nst
Arliiigton.

"AKrcentil)! 10 Icltcrs mMvc dlrcuted to tbe
CoiixrPh'ull'Miiil cliurclitm lu Ilcmtniitiii, Man-

chester, I'ei 11, Winhall und ttc I'resbtcrhin
churoii In SiUom, N. Y..un cocleM.isllcat cuun-r- ll

cmvciicd In Sunderland at thc hause of
John II. Sondornn,t)ct. 21, tHU. for tau l'lir.
posc ot consldorlnir the expetllcnoy of ori;an
Izlnu a Con:ri9KUlliiul I'hurch, by rrquest of
orrui n Indlvldu.ils iiiemberi of OonKreKallon-a- l

cliurohes, and rtvUdcnlN In thc Uiwiih of
and Vm1 Arlliik'lon."

Tlie rcsultof the nhove nientoncd councll.
wlilcb uict In tlie house imw occupicd hy Wm
M ttlson, wns rav.imhli', and Itev Jntuos

mndcriilor: I'ev JitM)ih D. WloUham
scrlh.'. ios'oiIht wlth ltev A. II. I.amlicrt ui.d
Itev A. W. Nott were selceleil at u couimlltce

uiuuctkI for tho purpoNC nf orKaulzin a
church at xudh tlmc and placo ns may liodeslK-natc- d

hy thc iieUtloncrs."
Thedato deoldcd upon was Nov 2, 1SU.

Ulhin that datc thc adjourncd scsslon of tho
councll mct In Sunderland nnd, uftcr otlcnd-Ini- r

to somc prcllmlnary nrranReincnls,
to thc suhoolbousc In Arlington.

Hcro rcllBlous excrclse.s wero held, conslsllnt;
of vrnycrliy Ucv A. W. Nott nnd sormon by
ltev A. I. Ijmbcrt of Salem, N. Y. Aftcr
ttiat tho ortanlitlon of the "ConKrcnaUonal
church of Sundorlnnd and East Arlington'- - was
compli'led, wlth nlne rhartcr memticrs.

AIH.INQTON.

The abovo mcutloncd schoolbousc Is thc
bulldltu; now ucd as a dwclllni; aud Is occupicd
by Danlcl Ilaydcn. It stood nt that tlmc nn
tho opposllc Mile ot the road.

The arllclcs of falth adoptcd by this church
wcre based upon tboso hcld by tho I'onttreua
lional church or Sanditale nnd, coinpared wlth
vlcw.i and crccds of morc modcrn date, seem

rathcr conservutlve.
Thc church Mcems to havc occupicd on Inde- -

pendcnt poslUon untlljuly 5, IW, whcn. upon
tbondvlcc of Its nctlntf pastor. Uov D. D.
Fruncls, unanlmously votcd toadoptthc

thc Uutland an Ben-

nington eonrcrcnco of Conrenatlonal church-cm- ,

and tbus cnlcr the fcllowshlp of that con

fcrcncc.
Notunllko othcr orKanUatloiis, has had

scasons ut rofre.shlnir and seasons of trlals ond
losscs Numlicra havo becn added to lts p

from tlmo to time, ns Indlcutcd by tho
rccords, yet It has not becn ulven to this

ohurch t enroll a lartjo numher In lts mcmbcr-shl-

Of about 1.10 who havo nt somo tlmo

becn conneotcd wlth this church only a little
moro than one-thlr- d of that number now com-prls- o

lts membcrshlp.
Mrs Thoraas Joncs, the oldest livlng mcmbcr,

unltcd wlth this church ln 18S0, hrlnglni? a lot-t-

from tho ConB'l church of Stratton.
Amuntf tho churchcs which contrlbutcd to tbo
membcrshlp of this church during thc llrst dc-ca-

of Its hlstory from 1813 to 1853 tho fol-- 1
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lowlnif havobccome cxtlnot: Conn'l cburclics
at Hniidtfatc, Stratton, nnd Eden, N. Y.

Tho followlnc pastors Imvc scrvcd tho cburch
since Its orRantzatlon:

Itev Mr Ketchcl (f)
ItovThomas W. Duncan 1R,1I-I-

ltev Hayos 7

Itev Joxhun Collins 1AV

Ilev D. D. Fnmch
Itev Charles ItedHcM ItWi-ltW-il

Itev WmO DaUlwln
ltev Charles Itedtlcld 2

Itev J. F. DanaMson I872-IS-

Ilev J. C McCollnm I873-IR-

P

II

It

RevM.L. Noyos ISKl-It- ev

W, 0. Scxton IB83-18-

Itev C. O. Cook J8S7-I88-3

Itev A.C. Flcld 9

Itev Gcortfe A. Kurness 19ul
Several lay workcrs havc also scrvcd at dit

fcrcut tlmcH whcn thc church was without a
reu'ular pastor.

Ilosldes the prcscilt pastor tho only oncs now
llvlriK aro Ilevs C. 0. G)ok of I tLMlcld, Mass.,
and A. C. Fleld of Uutland.

For a tliaoscrvlccs were hcld In the school-hous- e

In which tho church was orMnlzcd In
July, 18IS, thc prcsunt huusa of wiiin Ip was
dcdlcatcd. Tho scrmon wiik preachcd hy ItrV
Mr Uudson of Dorset, from I.uke. x vn; SO.

Tho present dcacons aro MessrH II. W. S.if-for- d

and A rnold Wcbb.

IIAPTIST CHUnPII.

Bennington and Hoosick Valley Rail-w- ay

Company- -

Fcbruary 17, 1808, the first car of tho
abovo company ran to Walloomsac,
only. A fow months later, (July 1,

1808 tho llrst through car camo to
Bennington and in tho same year thoy
complutcd thoir car bam which is lo-

catcd at North Bennington.
In 1000, thoy built their powcr house,

fonuerly uslng powcr furnNhcd by an
outsido company.

Tho present ollicers of tho company
are: prcsldont, Georgo E. Grceno of
Hoosick Falls; vlco presidcnt, Josepb
Buckloy of Hoosick Falls; trcasurer,
I. K. Gibsonof Bennington; secretary
and suuorintcndcnt, 1. II. Libby of
Hoosick Falls.

Tho company has becn undor good
managcment from tho start and thoir
earnings havo increasod from year to
year. It Has about Ifil mllos of track
which runs through a plcturesquo val- -

loy, passing Buttleliold Park which

has been tnudo into a park by tho com-

pany which furnlsht's altractions
through tho suminor months, and Is
vlsitcd by tnany. H Is tho endeavor
of tbo comiany to pleuso its patrons
ln any way posstblo, and wo soak for
it a prospcrous fuluro. Tho ollicers of
tho company aro mon of largo oxperl-cnc- o

In business, and pusblng thoir
lino in ovory way posstblo.

Mrs Lizzie Tacy

MILL1NER

Full line Trimmcd and Untrimmcd
Hats, also fall iine Ribbons

SOUTH SHAFTSBURY, VT.

CONOUEOATIONAIi CHUItOII. EAST


